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THIRTIETH YEAR, NO. 17.

5 10 BE HELD
AT GOUNTY SEAT

INSTRUCTIVE PROGRAM PLAN-
FOR PEDAGOGUES OF COUNTY
FOR SEPTEMBER 19 AND 20.

A teachers' institute will be held at
Tonia Thursday and Friday, Begtt 19
and 20, at which every teacher in
the county should be present as the

ram which has been arranged will
m beneficial to them,

The local city sehools will be closed
on Thursday and Friday of this week
to enable Supt. Skinner and his corps
of teachers to attend the institute.

The program for the meeting is as
follows:
THURSDAY —Forenoon.

9:30—Aassociation singing.

Devotional exercises—Rev.
Branch.

Address—Dr, F .B, Blair.

Recess and enrollment.

Music.

Address—Prof. C. 8. Larzelere,

Afternoon
1:15—Singing and roll eall,

Address—Dr. F. B. Blair.

E,

Music.

Address—Prof. C. 8. Larzelere.

Address—Harvey H. Lowrey.
Evening

8:00—Singing—Hareld Jarvis.

Address—Dr. F. B. Blair.

Singing—Harold Jarvis,

FRIDAY
Forenoon
0:00—Singing—Harovld Jarvis,
Roll Call.
Address—Dr. F, B. Blair.
Recess.

Singing—Harold Jarvis,

Address—Pref. J. B. Edmonszon,

Address—Harvey H. Lowrey
Afternoon )

High school section, held at high
school room, Supt. A. A, Rather,
chasrman.

1 00-= Address—Prof, J. B. Edmaon.
son, round table conducted by Prof.
Edmer son,

Graded and rarsl school acetion at
Coentra! school buailding.

1:00—Assocation singing.

Address—Dr. F. B. Blair.

Address—Harvey H., Lowrey,

LOCAL GIRL WEDS
CAMP CUSTER SOLDIER
/

Walter W. Ireland has been home
from Camp Custer to visit his wife
and other relatives here,

Mr., Ireland and wife, Dorthy 8.
Ames, were marrired in Battle Creek
Saturday, Sept. 7, when the bride met
her soldier boy and the ceremony was
performed by the Baptist clergyman
at the parsonage.

The wedding had been arranged to
occur here but the duties of his posi-
tion were such that it was impossible
for Mr. Ireland to get a leave of ab-
sence for that day to come.

The couple are very popular young
people of our city, the bride being the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. J. E. Ames
who has been at Lincoln’s for the past
three years and the groem is the son
of Mrs. Nellie Ireland, who managed
the hardware business of his father,
the late T, Frank Ireland until his
enlistment in the service last March.
After the ceremony they lefton a
short trip to Buaffalo and Niagara
Falls, Mr. Ireland returning to Camp
Custer where his duties are in the in-
surance and allotment office.

Mrs. Ireland returned home and will
still continue with the Lincoln's at the
store.

Their muny friends have been show-
ering them with congratulations and
best wishes,

REV. LATHAM AT THE
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

Service will be held in the Congre-
gationnl church Sdnday, both morn-
ing and evening. Rev. E. R. Lath-
am, of Lansing, one of the officials

LOGAL B0Y
~ HELPED IN FGHTIG
GERMAN U-B0ATS

'LYLE WRIGHT, ON LEVETHIAN,
| BATTLES SUBS ALL WAY OVER
ATLANTIC OCEAN,

Lyle Wright, son of Mrs, Delia
Wright, who is now in the United
States navy and who has made numer-

ous trips to both French and English
| ports, sends the following ' elipping
| home. The clipping is from a New
Yerk newspaper and tells of a return
| trip which the big transport made re-
cently:

Mu)rkm[ with submarine battles that
lasted in all more than two days and
nights, the last trip made by the |
transport Leviathan, formerly the
| Vaterland of the Hamburg-American
line, was the most eventful to be re-
imr!.c.l from any of the ships that have
| been carrying America's troops to
| the battle front.

In spite cf the fact that her pro-
gress was continually hampered by
| Usboat attacks in which the mighty
| vessel and her convoy of “chasers”
fourht off in all 18 submarines, sink-
| ink five of them, the trip wgs made in
i record time. ‘The Leviathan accom-
| plished the round trip in 17 days, tv.o
of which were spent in a French port,
making at times a speed of 26 knets
per hour,

The big troopship left port with her
crew prepared to meet the submarines
L having lwuz warned that Von Tirpits's |
“tin fish” fleet was out to get them. |
When she was nearing the French
| coast on the eastern trip four U-boats |
| atacked her in the early evening, Af-
|ter dodging a school of torpedoes the
| big boat and her convoy opened a ter-
rific fire on the undersea boats and
!cau.wd them to submerge. After
succossfullg beating off the attackers
the Leviathan landed her complement

of 71,000 troops at a French port.
|. Although the danger of large loss
of life was not so great on the return
trip the U-boat commanders, seem-
ingly rankled by their failure to sink
her on the way over made increased
ecorts to send the Leviathan to the
bottom. The Germans are apparent-
ly straining every effort te sink their
former prize passenger ship. Right
| outside of the French port the boat
was attacked by a fleet of nine sub-
lmarinvs. Torpedoes went past both
| how and stern of the boat and shell
fire from the undersea craft fell all
arcund her.

It was on this occasion that™ gun-
ners on the transport and convoying
| vessels showed their warth, One of
| the Germang had no more than come
|to the surface and cpened fire than
the stern gun of the Leviathan roared
| and a high explosive pierced the plates
of th U-boat and it sunk. t is
| thought that five of the submarines
| that were in the engagement ‘were)
sent to the bottom,
| The morale of Uncle Sam’s sea-
| ighters was indicated by the behavior
of the erew in the action. While the |
gunners were throwing shell after
| shell into the fleet of U-boats, the
entire erew disregarding the danger
|eame on deck and cheer after cheer
| went up as the gunners registered a
| hit. Officers, telling the story of

of the Michigan Congregational con- |the trip, say that the men acted as if

ference, will occupy the pulpit.
particular branch of the work is

in touch with conditions on the fiel
and offer advice and suggestions as to

the needs and efficiency in church
work,

a large congregation.
Commercial Instructor Here,

Wilbur H. Beery, commercial teach_

er, who was secured by the local
board of education following the re-

signation of Frank Donovan when it
became a fact that the latter had to

go to war, has arrived in the city
and is taking up his new duties at
once. Mr. Beery will

of athletics in the local schools,
is a first-class football man and
loeal aleven will undoubtedly be

Season.
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and Miss Ma Pierson, both popular
and well known and res

eopal caremon;
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attended by Mr. Ral
Miss Kxte Cusick. They
tinue to reside in Belding.

He will bring a message to
the Belding church and hopes to greet

also take chnae
the
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to make a good showing this coming

-Pierson.
of Don Harrington

ple of this city, took place z:mg

qa."'l"hnrlday after-
noon at 8 oclock, . W. A, Biss of-
ficiating and using the abridged Epis-
'ﬂll contract- sona
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His | they were cheering at a college boat

3 - t0 | race and not witnessing one of the

visit churches without a pastor, get | houviest engagements
d

an Amriean
troop vessel has entered. |
As scon as the transport got clear

of the subs he set out at “full speed |
shead” without being able to stop to
pick up severnl members of the erews
of the subs who were seen struarglinﬁ
in the water after their boats ha

gone down. e French waters were
so full of submarines that it was nec-
essary for the Leviathan to carry her

French pilot to the American port to
avoid the danger that would follow
any stop. :

As far as could be learned no cas-
ualties resulted to Americans from
the battles and the mighty ship is safe
in her home port.

Trading With Eueny.' Charged, .

Charles 8. Sing, a prominent How-
ard City man was arrested at Grand
Rapids one day recently, charged with

e o his wh | o
a
United

4

by‘of Glmo:hili deputy
ny.
ﬁ'«.m;m.mm.nm.
formation fura?hod Ig le living
near Howard City. ng claims that
th-progtywn transferred to him
before mundthatitlnl:;
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ryc-ry first to get their questionaires:

LOGAL MEN WERE
REGISTERED N DRAF

C. B. PRESTON WILL BE FIRST
LOCAL MAN'TO RECEIVE HIS
QUESTIONAIRE PAPERS.

Three - and forty-two locsl
men between the ages of 18 and 21
and 31 and 46 stepped un to the regis-
tration officers in this city on Thurs-
day, Sept. 12, in answer to the order
of the national war officials and gave
the information which had been asked
for which would enable the govern-
ment officials t6 properly classify the
registrants for military service.

n the First ward the registration
board took the names of 116 men and
in the Second ward, 890 men were reﬁ-
istered, while the old Third ward roll.
ed up a total ¢f 127 men, The boards
worked from 7 o'clock in the morning
until 8 o’clock at mnight and st no
time ‘were overworked in the regis-
tering of the names of the men af-
fected by the draft.

Owing to limited space in this issue
we are upable to publish the entire
list ¢f names which were registered,
but the following will be among the

James F. Preston, Floyd C. Maﬂg '
Stanley W, Glass, George E. Aubill,
rancis M. Steecle, R. Howard Hall,
John R. Greenop, Ermond Marshall,
Walter J. Wilson, Harry G. Evans, |
Irn Webster, Jesse G. Wilbur,é’uhn A. |
Slosser, Jay Neorton, Hefman F.
Walker, Ervin Dempskey, Glenn Was_ |
nick, the latter being registered on

| Friday morning instead of the 12th, |

the day of registration. Another |
Second ward man, Will Rogers, who |
is at present hunting and visiting in |
Canada, will not be registered until |
he returns home. .

County Clerk Moulton informs us |
that the questionaires will be mailed
out this Wednesday and that those
who receive them should read™ them
over carefully so that when the offie-
inls who help you fill them out get at
it, you will lm\'e seme compréhension
of the information which you are to
give on the papers. _

Mr. Moulton also says that the next
draft call from this county is for 53
men and that they will leave lonia on
October 7. This number, he says,
will completely exhaust the original
class one men, together with these
who were placed in that class when
the registrations of Juna and August
and that after these men are gone the |
new draft quotas will be made up!
from the men in the new class one,

|

ENJOYABLE TIME AT J
TEACHER'S RECEPTION

A splendid time was enjoyed by the |
people of this city who took in the |
reception to the local teachers at the
city hall auditorium last Friday even- |
ing and the time was well spent as the 1
people who were there and met the
teachers found them to be about as
fine a loft of people as it is possible |
mﬁft together in a city.

The time between 8 and 8:30 o'clock
was spent in handshaking antl getting
acquainted with each other and at|
this time President E. C. Lloyd of the |

| board of education called the assem-

bfge to order and the program which
wnas as follows, began: |

Piano solo—Miss Aileen Armstrong
who responded to a hearty encore.

Song, “A Perfect Day” —Duncan |
Kerr with A, J. Rummler At the piano. |
Mr. Kerr and Mr. Rummler also gave
“May God Be With Our Boys. To-
night,” in response to an encore.

Reading—Mrs. R. Earle Wilson.
Mrs. Wilson is an ®ceptionally good
reader and this humorous article was
especially good.

Voenl solo—Miss Louise Anderson,
with Miss Ola Fern Litle at the piano,
They alsc responded to an encore.

Violin daet—The Misses Velma and
and Selma Litle, with Miss Ola Fern
Litie at the piano, This was excep-
tionally good. ;

Voeal solo, “Her Smile"—George E.
Wagner with A, J. Rummler at the

iano.  Mr. Wagner favored the aud_
ience with “When The Boys Come
Home," in response to the encore that
he got to his first song.

ollowing the completion of the
program everyone was served with
punch and wafers and at about 11
o'clock the last of the peo;le who" had
attended the enjoyable affair return-
ed to their hom?f.

The members of the board of educa-
tion are to be complimented with the
fine staff of teachers secured for this
year and the people who have child-
ren attending the schools can well
feel proud of them. .

Haynes Promoted.
Fred Hnynu, better known as just
Kl;i‘n “Scrubby” by his many friends
, has been elevated to the rank
of corporal and we hear that the way
that he orders those rookies around

when thex strike camp is something
awful. local man recently watch-
ed line g & company of
green d is is some of the
tuff : “Here

8 e you, pull that
foot in there,” “Quit faningp:n ‘rmr
neighbor, if you can't stand up alone,

t a cruteh,” ete. A rookie whom
caught scrate his head
line: caught is:
head, if

ml:chi
e gk ot
be able to get along all right.
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ENEMY ALIENS MUST
REPORT  GHANGES
OF RESIDENGE

MUST OBTAIN PERMIT WHEN
DESIROUS OF LEAVYING DIS-
TRICT OR INTERNMENT.
IAF—.

Sept. 12, "1918,
To the Banner-News: - |

Just received a letter from the at-
torney general asking me to send the
following notice to all newspapers in
this district with the request that they
print game as a news item:

A German alien man or woman
changing his or her place cf residénce
to another place within the same reg-
istration district shall immediately |
report such change to the registra-
tion officer of the registration district
and present to such registration offi-
cer his or her registration card fer
the purpose of having endorsed there,
by such registration officer his or
thange of residence.

A German alien male or female who
desires to change his or her place of
residence to a place of residence with- |
in another registzution district must
obtain 4 permit. Suoch German alien |
male or female must present them-|
self to the rergistration officer of the |
distriet in which she or he then re-|
sides and make application for the
permit on a form supplied by the|
officer and' present his or her card tnl
the registration officer for the pur-
pose of havng the permit of change |
of residence if granted endorsed upon |
his er her registration eard. If the |
officer denies the application there
muy be an appeal under certain cir-|

]

cumstances set forth in Article XIII, | and I would know what was going on. |

paragraph 3 of the general regula-|
tions to the U. 8. marshal of the ju-
dicial district for final action.

A change of residence in violation
of the regulations subjects an alien
enemy, among other penalties, to ar-
rﬁst and detention for the period of
the war, o .

The registention officgrs who acted
in the registration of German aliens
will continue to act as registration
officers for the purpose stated in re-
spect to permits for change of resi-
dence.

Herman O'Connor,
United States Marshal.

LOGAL SAVINGS
ASSCCIATION STARTS
115 30TH YEAR

SPLENDID RECORD 1S RESULT

| OF CAREFUL, EFFICIENT MAN. |

AGEMENT OF CONCERN. '

The annual meeting of the Belding
Buflding & Loan association was held
in the office of Secretary George E.|
Wagner on Monday (-\'o'nin’i: and was
well attended. Guy D, Weter acted
as chairman of the meeting and the
proposed by-laws were aecepted as |
rua«ll by the secretary,

The charter which was cbtained |
when the organization began doing |
business 30 years ago this coming
May, was renewed for 30 years more
and the capital was increased from one
to - five million dollars. This in-

association to take care of any sudden
increase in business which might come
to this city either directly after the
war or later, or will allow of any
emergency in that line.

The Belding Building & Loan asso-
ciation was organized nearly 80 years
ago by a number of local men, as &
purely mutual organization, for the
purg:u of enabling perso
of borrowing money to
or buy homes at a ng;:iu:g

ring years

which it can well feel proud. Start-
which it can feel . Start-
hborhood of 300

has today in the n
and has more than $141,000 worth of

assets.

Fred A. Washburn and H. J. Leon-
ard, two of the old original
directors, whose terms expired this
z:-r. were unanimously reelected to

Id the office for another year, t?l.:{h

of thse men are now v
80th year in this capacity. di-
rectors in the tion are: W. L.

AFTERNOON, SEPTEMBER 18, 1918,

board of | lished

VAN PELT URGES

= GEMENT ROADS
INSISTS THAT CON ROADS
WILL COME SOME DAY AND

WANTS THEM NOW.

George Van Pelt, who wrote an ar-
ticle cn goncrete roads, for the Ban-
ner-News some time ago recently de-
livered th following address at the
Michigan State fair:

President P. L. Colgrove of the
Michigan Good Roads' association ask-

‘ed me to tell&ou what kind of a road

I'd build. ell, that's eu{.
body could answer that for me,
There's only one real road and that's
the concrete road, But I'd like to tell
how I'd build it. That's a different
question.

There is too much effort to sav
money on the first cost when we a
building roads, It is the final cost
for 20 or 50 years of service that
counts. That means that we have
got to combine the best brains, the
pegt experience and the best mater-
ials into cur road, that's all. With

Any-

! that in mind I would engage the very

best practical engineer that I could
find, ngard!eﬂs of salary, 1'd make
him understand that it whs the best
concrete road possible to build that I
had in mind. I'd have him  draw
specifications and plans based on the
experignce of all builders of concrete
roads which haye proved satisfac-
tory. I'd have him design it strong
enough to stand the increased heavy
tonnage that is sure to follow and
I'd give him instructions to stamp his
name and date u}{wn revery mile of
rond he built. man i8 mighty
carcful about his reputation and if he
sigfs his work he's going to bhuild
something that will be a credit to
him,

If 1 were building enough road, I'd
expect this epgineer to build’ his or-
ganization from the best men obtain-
able, to establish a laboratery to test
out all the materialg to be used, to
buy the best concrete mixer and put
u man with a conscience to running it
.1V )
be properly propertioned.

If it was best to let the work to a
contractor, 1 would make the require.
ments so rigid that only experienced
contractors would want the work,
would demand daily reports from
every depattment so that my engineer

I would widen or “moon" out the
curves in order to prevent accidents
so that the actual width of the pave-
ment at the center of the curb would
be 24 fest for an 18-faot pavement.
1 would super-elevate the outside of
these curves to make steering easier

and t t skidding. Such curves
m’nﬁ'ﬁ: at all speeds.

That's how I would build a concrete
road and it only costs a little more
than a shoddy road, many of which
our war trucks have torn and shot to
pieces. But no war truck, I don't
care how heavy, has torn up the good
concrete roads, the honest concrete
roads that are being built today, Ten
inches in the middle is none too great
thickness for heavy traffic and 8 inch,
es at the sides is insurance against
lnter trouble.

Conerete roads would be 10 years
shead of where they are today if the
first conerete roads had been built
with the same knowledge and engin-
vering skill that we have today. We
didn’t use enough cement. We didn't
know the importance of hard, clean
materials and proper workmanship.

We do know hew today. But some
of us think too much in terms of first
cost and not encugh in terms of ulti-
mate cost. We try to skin through
on the least pessible expenditure and
of course lhaf means trouble,

I can see the day coming wWhen opr
main traveled roads will be built of
conerete from 40 to 60 feet wide with
n curb in the middle, built for heavy

trucks on one side and touring cars on |
| the other,

The need for stch roads
is already here. But the roads are
ret to be built. We can make them

utiful. We want shade trees and
fruit trees on both sides. That will
keep some of the 200 million doMars
that Americans were spending abroad
up to 1914, for touring in this country
to see our own country.

We've got about 450,000 motor
trucks in use in thiz country and a
lot of the trucks we are now shipping
abroad are going to come back after
the war, hat are they going to do
to our gravel stone roads or our
soft-s roads? They are literally
“knocking the tar” out of all
roads we've got except concrete.
Wherever there is a atretch of con-
crete you know there is economy of

of | tires, gasoline and of the cars them-

selves.

When there are plmtz‘of good con-
ﬁh roads for our trucks to roll over
t
will drop. Rales are now about
have been

fi

that every batch of concrete would |

the &

present freight and express rates | “*

-t-hﬁ concrete for
1 it ‘:
': 0 T |
. * Van

matter in | -
ture. . We have done cur best since
consolidation but it has made an extra

lot of work to take care of,

ARE: YOU WILLIN
10 HELP OUR

EVERY SOLDIER OR RED CROSS
| NURSE SHOULD HAVE HOME
| TOWN PAPER REGULARLY.

Every citizen interested in the boys

SOLDIER BOYS?

cf his home town now at the front, and
in the brave women who equally are
serving their country sbroad has an
u?portunity to show his appreciation
of the sacrifice they are making. The
opportunity comes as & result of the

enerosity and thought of Col. Wil-

inm Boyce Thompson of New York,
| who has econceived and put into execu.
tion what ia known as the Home Pa-
per Service.

Under the plan, every man and wo-
man in foreign serviee will receive
the town newspaper, and so be kept i
constant touch with the places and the
people they know and love.

Every branch of the United States
governmant is interested in the plan.
The government realizes the import-
ance of keeping those in the service
happy and constantly in touch with
their home ties and associations. Ne-
thing is more depressing in & national
emergency thgn the spirit of loneli-
ness in those sgerving their country,
and officials know that nothing can
digspel this feeling more effectunlly |
than reading the home town newspa-
per.

Publishers of newspapers in all
parts of the country—this newspaper
included—have grasped with pleasure
¥the plan outlined by Col. Thompson,
and they have agreed fo cooperate in |
every way.

Inder the ruling of the War Indus- |
tries board newspaper publishers are |
forbidden to send their newspapers |
| free, even to soldiers. The newspaper |
| must be subscribed for in the regular |
| way, the only excepticn being sol-!

4

plo. that::wupcr | who left

i 2
in each community contribute to a|

|fund sc that the home newspaper (in
|our case this newspaper may reach

ivice of his country,

Anyone may contribute to the fund
and any sum may be contributed. It is
not necessary to contribute the entire
amount of ene subscription. It does
not matter whether the rich man sends
in $100 or the poor hni or little girl
sends in five cents. cach gift will
be n message of love and helpfulness
to the home town folks “ever there.,"
The money will be lumped into one
fund, out of which subscriptions will
be entered as fast as the money is re-
ceived,

Contributors who send in the full
price ¢f a year's subscription may, if
they wish, designate to what tarticu-
lar person they wikh the newspaper
sent, but if the name given is already
listed as receiving the paper, then the
published reserves the right to apply
' the suoscription to some less fortun-
ate soldier boy or noble woman who
is just as lonely fer news of home
and home folks.

The name of every contributor to
this home paper service will be pub-
lished in this newspaper, and the name
of everyone entered for a dubscription
will be published as well as the num-
| ber of those remaining whose sub-
| scriptions have not been covered,

[ The plan is endorsed by the publish.
ler of this newspaper without
| thought of profit, either directly ? in-
| directly, but with a sincere desife to |
help keep the home fires burning and--i

|
\

any |

to send to our heroes and heroines
news of the town to keep their hearts
warm for us and to let them know
thglzhau constantly in our minds. ;

e publisher of course cannot

make a profit on ation and addi-
will be

added value to the advertiser.

These facts are stated so that ev-
ery contri may feel that m
cent cont goes to the

silénce and honors the women who
have given of their b the very
bone of their bone, to country.

4s quite so fonely, unless it be

g.!' d&olm!or}utlhwwd
rance w

of home. , There cannot be a man,

there cannot be a woman, no, not even

nem.wbnwillfdltommulh:
lhttlito-lhﬂum
patriots lighter. Not one. Not in

;!owinioworda: “Mother, h

|ceived u letter from Hub, Mart and

diers who formerly were in the .em-l
!

every man and woman now in the sr- ),

OF GOING OVER THE TOP,

From pounding the keps on the lin-
otype in the Belding News office a :
ymmtopulllngthotﬂg‘qru_g i
machine gun pointed at the Germans, .
is the transition which has come into -
the life of Francis J. Magin, now with
the American forces in France and up
to the middle of last November, em-
rloyed in the News office. It was
ike havinﬁna visit from the faithful
employe himself when we received his
etter and opened and read it. You
remember what we told you about
him when he left for the army last
November? Well we said that he
wns a mighty good employe and that
wg knew he would make an equally

ood soldier in Uncle Sam's army.

ur assertion at that e was based
merely on what we personslly knew
of him, but Francis Magin's mother
reeentli received a letter from the
boy, which had been censored by his
captain and befere writing his cencor-
ing mark, the captain wrote the fol-
¢ is a very

y. Then followed the cap-

tain's mark.

Franeis' letter is as follows:

Semewhere in France, Aog. 14, 1018
Dear Brother Ed.:

You don't know what pleasure your
letter brought to me, in fact I got 15
letters in that one mail. I also re-

Lucy that day. It seemed like a day
of celebration for me. 1 am writing-
this letter as an answer to them all.
I get a paper nearly every week and
yesterday 1 received the Trufant

imes., Ed, it sure pleased me when
I found that you and Hub had bought
the controlling interest in the Bahner
and are now fm‘atmi in their place. It
sure was some place when [ saw it
last alongside the old place and I hope
the business picks up even more than
it has been coming.

Well, Ed., since I received your let.

ter I have went “over the top.” We
went over just after dark and believe
me, Eddie, it was some thrill We

got away with it and made an em-
placement for our gun. We were not
disturbed by the Boche snipers but
they made it damn hot for some of
the other squads.

Say, Ed.. you no doubt have heard
a lot about this shrapnel that is shot
but you can't imagine what destroc-
tion it does to man and woods. The
only way you can get away from.it
is to a long to lay
in enough to be below the
mﬂ then of course he has to |
‘mnke 1&1&5 hit to M]yliu. “He .
shoots over so many shells that he !
now and then drops one right square
in a hole and then it is good night for
e one or two who may be in it.
They dropped them close encugh to
suit me and it was lucky we got out.
Between shrapnel, gas, i
bombs and cave-ins it is one hell of &
Elm:e up at the front. . After we got
ack to a certain road just before
coming away two of my men were
nearly killed. They were sleepi
in & hole dug in the side-of a hill 1:5
the thing caved in on them. We
had quite a time getting them out
but we did so consequently we are all
together back here resting before we
go back to the front figain. 1 only
hope we don't go back to the same
place. It has got to be finished pret.
ty soon so it don't make any differ-
ence where we go as long as we finish
the thing so we can go bac
again to the ones we left. It will be
one grand and glorious trip back over
the old Atalanptie and I don't care if
they pack the boat so full that Il
have to stand up all the way over:

Say, Ed., I started to write this let_
ter using the cover of a German am-
munition box for my desk but I was
up to the commissary truck
bought some things and brought back
a wooden box that came straight from
the U, S. and 1 am using it for my
desk now. I have in it one can of sar-
dines, five packages ef gum, two cans
of peach jam and some matches %o
you see I won't get hungry right
away. Oh yes, I also have a large
can of sausage which cost two francs
and 75 centimes, Do you know how
much that is? 1 could figure it out
in American money but I really don't
want to waste =0 much time,

Say, Ed..&o:r remember that little

your wei, 1
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